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July 35, 188a 


THE BRETHBEN EVANGELIST. 


The Bnpper Qasstloa. 
Id Evanqmlmt of Jaly 11th, Bra MoFsden 
says : "I kindly ask Bio. Brown for the book and 
passage npon which the practice of using knive* 
and forki and sogp in connection with the com- 
munion ia based." 

Well now, Bro. Mc, are you. too, given to exag- 
geration ? I do not now remember that I ever 
wrote the word "eonp" in my life. Fact ie, I do 
not eat eonp with a fork, neither did I ever inti- 
mate that soup is a necessary component of the 
feast of charity. Please do not charge me with 
more than I am guilty of. You did that onoe be- 
fore. I have forgiven you long ago, but I am yet 
of the opinion that J cannot teach you anything, 
and were it not for the fact that a cherished princi- 
ple underlies this tapper question, I should even 
now keep silent. I do not believe that you and I 
differ one iota on the supper question. I have no 
apeciac manner or form of observing the supper, 
neither do I care what it is composed of or how 
partaken of, so that the general laws of health, 
propriety and decency are observed, and bo that it 
is a supper iu fact, and not a sham or mockery. I 
am by no means ignorant of the fact, (perhaps you 
are) that we have a few among us who are every 
now and then aiming one of their insidious blows 
at the institution itself, and in this way are hoping 
for an opportunity to Hliminate it from the ob- 
servances of the church. This underhanded, un- 
manly way of doing is what I object io. As to 
telling you the baok and passage where knives and 
forks are found, I might as well ask you for the 
book and passage where you get the inspired pre- 
cedence for baptizing in a pool. Bnt this would 
be quibbling. You tell ub how and where you 
baptize. We raise no objection. I told you how 
we observed the Lord's Supper at Bear Creek, and 
why do you raise any question? If you are "not 
an alarmist" it seems you are at least a lit- 
tle alarmed. But I will anBwer your question 
1st. The Lord's Supper was instituted a long time 
before knives and torkB for table use were invent- 
ed, and the institution is based on Luke 22: 20; 
Acts 18:21; 1 Cor. 11 : 25, 33 ; 1 Pet 2 : 13; 
Jude 12 ; Rev. 19 : 9 ; etc., etc 

2nd. Knives and forkB were subsequently 

brought into use aa a modern improvement, and 

the book and passage where yon will find them is 

the book of common decency and civilization. Is 

this satisfactory ? If not, allow me to enlarge on 

this train of thought. 1st. If we have virtually 

nothing to eat, we will not need these improved 

means ; if we have enough to eat to constitute a 

meal, such aa ie fully expressed and implied in all 

the passages referred to, and we wish to eat in the 

fear of the Lord, which requires clean hands as 

well as loving hearts, we need them. The point at 

issue then clearly is, ought we to have a supper ? 

If you say yea, that settles it. We are, I trust, all 

willing to let the local church settle on the time, 

place and manner of eating, only so it is a supper, 

which means a full meal eaten in the evening, and 

so the true intention of the same is kept in view, 

which is charity, the greatest of Christian graces, 

a feast provided by those who have means for the 

benefit of the poor who have not, and thus, when 

e*ten with 'a welcome to all, rich and poor, high 

and low, eaten by all on a common level or rather 

in love preferring one another, which to all intents 

and'purposes, constitutes it a Feast of Charity, 

2nd. I md tired of Buoh old hackneyed asser- 
tions aa this : "It is not so much what we feed 
the stomach on as what the soul retains, that 
makes the feast a success." This is the same old 
semi- infidel argument that has been hurled against 
immersion for centuries. "It is not the amount of 
water. Oh, no, a drop is as good as an ocean." 
"Ob, certainly, it is the spiritual baptism iu the 
heart that is the essential part." I have the same 
reply to both statements, (for they are identioal). 
In a limited sense they are true, but in i general 
sense they are as false as can be, and have a danger- 
ous tendency on account of their insidionsness. 
What baa the assertion done in the case of bap- 
tism ? Seven-tentJIs of the professors of Chris- 
tianity in onr land are made to believe, by this 
falsehood, that they are baptiaed, when in fact they 
are not baptized at all. What will the twin sister 
falsehood do with the feast of charity ? Or may I 


not ask what she has already done? Did you ever 
see the sham |ierformanoe of carrying bits of bread 
about half an inch square, with a glass of water, 
through the congregation and hear them call it the 
love feast ? Is not that a sufficient safeguard 
againBt overloading the stomach? No, the farce 
is not yet complete. We hear hundreds, yea, thou- 
sands, talk about having eaten the Lord's Suppe r, 
when io fact they had not even this much of the 
maftrial that is essential to the formation of a sup- 
per. Is the Brethrsn church to drift from her 
moorings in this way ? Never, by my consent, or 
without my protest. 

I do not relish controverting these doctrinal 
points with my young brethren. It is absolutely 
4ista*teful to me, and I fear it is by no means 
healthful to onr common cause. It ie only from a 
sense of dnty drawn from the inspired injunctions 
to "continue in the doctrine" and "contend for the 
faith once delivered to the saints," that I now 
write this article, and no matter what any one may 
say in reply, I assure you that this is my finality 
on the question. But in conclusion, I humbly and 
respectfully, yea, I will add, prayerfully, as an 
elder, ask my young brethren (whose ability and 
zeal I highly esteem) to desist from writing 
against any of the accepted and established doc 
trines and practices of the church. PleaBe grant 
me this one request. There is plenty of other mat- 
ter to use your ability on that will not unsettle the 
peace and harmony of the church, and if you have 
a way to do certain things that is peculiar to your- 
selves and a little out of line with the general prac- 
tice, I think all will bear with you, but pleaBe do 
not blow your trumpet about it, and if you are ao 
thoroughly convinced that you are right and all 
the rest of us wrong, bring your case to the state 
convention and you will have an opportunity to 
ventilate to your heart's content. I will give you 
my pledge to abide the result or leave the church 
in peace when I can no longer accept her doctrine 
and ptactioe. 

I was asked recently by a man who has been a 
disturber of the peace of the church for several 
yeans by advocating and trying to force upon the 
church a doctrine utterly at variance with the gen- 
eral faith and practice of the church, whether, if 
the church would decide that I should cease preach- 
ing and practicing trine immersion, 1 would obey 
the majority in that, my reply was this : "I will 
quit or else get out of the church like a man." I 
had the manhood once to get out of a church when 
I could not endorse her laws, and I now believe 
that it was a decent thing to do, and much more 
manly than to remain in and keep up a continuous 
wrangle. Some people claim to be so conscien- 
tious that they seem to think they must drag a 
whole chnrch down to hell rather than yield to the 
majority or leave the church. God save me from 
such a conscience ae that. Now, my Bro. Mc, if 
you wish to know anything more, kindly write to 
me privately and I will answer you promptly. And 
believe me to be yours truly. 

P. J. Brown. 
Congress, O., July 15, 1888. 


who worshipped goda they could Bee, might have 
scorned the children ol Israel for worshipping a 
God they could not see. No doubt they were aa 
sensitive as we *re, and dreaded to be scorned by 
other nations, and they knew if they did just like 
they did they would have no reason to laugh. 
This might have been one reason for worshiping 
the golden calf. Just so with a great many peo- 
ple now who wonld become Christians if it wasn't 
for sinners who scorn God's people. So they will 
not become Christians because they don't want to 
be scorned ? Then are they not setting their pride 
up before God? As we are Been weekly going to 
church, if any one should ask what you are going 
to chnrch foi , we would say, "to worship God." 
But do we always go for that purpose ? Are not 
our thoughts too often on something else ? Then 
whatever we are thinking of is not that a God be- 
fore the true God ? 

Again, if one wants to join the church, and be 
believes in one cburch, but joins another because it 
is a more popular church than the one he believes 
in. Then which is he serving first, God or him- 
self? If the children of* Israel were kept wander- 
ing in the wilderness forty yeara for putting a god 
before the true God once, what will our punishment 
be for doing the same thing so often ? Will it be 
cqnal to theirs ? 

Emma Davidson. 


A Few Words on the First Commandment. 
"Thou shaft have no other gods belore mc." 
This is the first commandment, and ia evidently 
as hard to obey as any of the ten. Although we 
put no other god before the true God in public, 
how often do we do it in secret? "Thou shaft 
have no other gods before me." ThiB means we 
should love God better than anything else, but if 
we love anything else better than God, then that 
is a god which we set up before Him. We read 
in Exodus 32nd chapter, when Moses was up on 
Mount Sinia to get the commandment written, the 
children of Israel requested Aaron to make them a 
golden calf to worship, and tbey sacrificed nnto it 
and said, "This be thy God, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt." They 
knew it was God who brought them out of bond- 
age, then why did they give their praise to the 
golden calf? Many today, like them, when they 
are brought safely through some great danger, 
never think of praising God for it, but praise some- 
thing else. Then tbey are putting a god before 
the true God. The children of Israel were a pecu- 
liar Beet ot people. It ia possible other nations 


Washings. 

"For this thing was not done lu a corner." 
Paul was speaking about the death and resur- 
rection ol Jesus Christ before the king, and he 
said that he was persuaded the king knew of those 
things, for they had not been done in a eorner, in 
secret, or in an unknown place. Some little child- 
ren were talking together one day, when one of 
them said, "Well I am not going to ever join a 
church that washes feet I think leet washing 
should be done at home. It ia no place to wash 
teut, in the church." "Nor am I," said another lit- 
tle girl. Then they asked a little boy what he 
thought about it, — for thia discussion was not held 
"in a corner." The little boy replied that he 
thought they washed feet at the feast, then another 
little boy said "Yes, he was sure they did." And 
the little boys were right ; no particular credit to 
the girls this time. 

Feet washing by the Saviour was not done in a 
corner any more than taking the communion waB 
done in a corner, and it was done to show that they 
were spiritually clean and did not need to be 
washed — baptized — any more except the feet aa a 
reminder. Ab long as we are in the world we are 
liable to ain ; likely to become more or less soiled 
by it. Our consciences are not altogether clear 
sometimes, and, — but let me illustrate my idea 
about it. In the spring we give our houses a 
thorough cleaning from stairs to cellar. AH is 
gone over and perfectly renovated, and we calcu- 
late that this cleansing will do for the season, and 
so it will ; but stop I Do we not need to clean any ■ 
more during the season ? Of course we do. It it 
were not for the daily and weekly work done, the 
house would soon be iu need of another entire 
cleaning up, would it not ? The house is clean 
and need not be cleaned except the partial cleaning. 
"And ye are clean." That same night temptation 
came. Peter yielded. He sinned. He had no 
good conscience. "If I, your Lord and Master, 
have washed your feet, ye ought to wash one an- 
other's feet. For I have given you an example 
that ye should do as I have done to you. If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." 
In obedience there is justification. Do we not 
wish to feel that we have done what we could to 
merit the favor of God ? "He that iB washed 
needeth not, save to wash his feet." 

Mary C. Miller. 


The cross of Christ ia the key of paradise.— 
Seeker. 

For a long time I felt myself to be a lost sheep, 
not knowing on whom to rely ; and now, with the 
deepest consciousness that I have at last attained 
rest, I exclaim, "The Lord is my Shepherd. What 
is there that can harm me?" And as I look for- 
ward into the future, I exclaim, with David, "I 
shall not want." — Augustus Tholuck. 
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